Ojibway Nation of Saugeen School
October/November Newsletter 2020
Though it has certainly been a different start to the school year, I could not be prouder of our staff
and students with respect to the way in which everyone quickly adjusted to the new routines
associated with ensuring everyone’s safety and wellbeing during the Covid-19 outbreak. All staff
and students are wearing appropriate face coverings, we maintain social distancing and we all
disinfect our work areas, doorknobs, supplies, etc. at the end of the day. We continue to take
temperatures every morning and use our classroom disinfectant pumps as needed. The individual
water dispensers and use of tongs to distribute food items also helps. So far so good! As much as
Covid-19 has changed our day and our lives, we continue to make the school a vibrant, safe and
enjoyable experience for all involved. I thank everyone for your support and diligence. We have
the best school! A special shout out goes to the students that took charge when a staff member
became very ill during school. Thank you to Xavier, Gordon and Alex. They took care of the
younger students and notified the Health Centre quickly. They remained calm and really helped
out greatly. Thank you very much to the Health Centre staff and community members that
assisted. It goes to show that though we may be a small school, we have the best students and
community members. We are family.

Ojibway Nation of
Saugeen Health Centre
generously donated
moose meat to the
school. Students
learned how to cut
moose, potatoes and
vegetables for a
wonderful moose stew
for the whole school to
enjoy.

The grade 7-8 class
prepared a wonderful
breakfast of pancakes
and bacon for the
school. Great skills to
learn! Thank you so
much for the awesome
breakfast!

Students enjoying a casual pajama day with a
wonderful breakfast. It’s nice to be comfy while
learning.

The grade 3-8 students have
been learning how to embroider.
Students designed their own
pillow cases and they all turned
out beautifully! Yet another
great skill to learn, with many
students doing additional
embroidery projects on their
own.

Thank you to
the
Northwestern
Regional Health
Unit for their
considerate
donation of
teeth cleaning
supplies and
homemade face
masks. The
students were
very
appreciative!

The grade 3-8 students learned
how to make tie-dye shirts.
Some awesome designs kiddos!
Thank you very much for being
clean, responsible and for
following your own on-line
instructions. They turned out
awesome!

Winter Weather

GRADE JK-2: Allison Bergman
Hello, first of all I would like to congratulate my grade class and 6-8 class for winning the
attendance challenge. Their attendance is very important as the students are learning new
things daily. I will be sending books home with your child for them to read to you. We lost a
couple months of school last school year which means that the students lost out a couple
months of learning, I will be sending work booklets home with your child to have for extra
practice at home, I encourage parents to help your child with the work and encourage them to
read more often. The students are learning sentence building, fill in the blanks, and double
consonant word blends. They are continuing with Dolch Sight Words and also doing Reading
Comprehension. In Math we have done double addition, number words, and they recently just
finished learning about patterns. In Science the students will begin learning about the human
body and how it works

GRADE 3-6: Rosalind Atkinson
I am happy to have the same students this year. We will be learning more cooking,
measurements and baking this month and so far it has been going great. It is wicked to eat our
math projects. We have been creating meals for the entire school population. I will be teaching
sewing as well and the students have been catching on quickly. They did awesome work on
embroidery. I will be reintroducing multilocation and division to the students in math. Within
Language Arts we are introducing the novel” Ivan and Me”. We take turns reading aloud to the
rest of the class and work on comprehension questions. We continue with our phonics and
most are doing well. I encourage all students to take home their work and get assistance from
their parents/guardians. It is also a good opportunity for parents/guardians to see what their
children are learning about in school. Journal writing is an ongoing theme that allows students
to express their thoughts and feelings. In social studies we will be learning about Canada,
provinces and capital cities.

We had a GIRL’S
NIGHT at the
school. A fun
evening of hair
design, karaoke
and games!

As a principal and teacher, I just wanted to say that our overall monthly attendance was
97%! I am so proud of all of the students that attend school on a daily basis and show up
on time.

Attendance Has its Benefits
Not only can classes earn pizza parties but any student who has an 80%+ for a month receives a
prize! If a student has 100% attendance, they get a bigger prize! As well, students who have
good attendance also get their names on our Attendance Wall of Fame! Work hard students
and celebrate your attendance accomplishments.
Did you know:

Students with good attendance records generally achieve higher grades and enjoy
school more.

Having a good education will help to give your child the best possible start in life.

With the unpredictability of our weather,
it is strongly recommended that students
come prepared with extra clothes. An
extra pair of dry socks and mittens are
always a good thing to have tucked into
the backpack. A warm coat, hat and mitts
are necessary for outdoor recess times.

Progress Reports
This month, we ask families to pay
particular attention to Friday November
27th. The intent of the Progress Report is
to inform you how your child is
progressing in their school work this term,
to share learning strengths and to identify
next steps for improvement. There will be
no school for students that day so
parents/guardians can meet with teachers
to discuss the progress report.

No Snowball Policy
At Saugeen School we stress the
importance of safe, responsible behavior.
Each year across Ontario many students
receive serious head and eye injuries due
to being hit by snowballs. For this reason,
Saugeen School does not permit throwing
snowballs on school property. Please
note our school policy on for throwing
snow/snowballs:
1. Students will be reminded of the “No
Snowball” policy/rule
2. First incident: a letter will be sent
home for the parent/guardian to sign.
The letter must be returned to the office
the following day. The student will lose
recess for the remainder of the day.
3. Repeat incidences: the student will
lose recess privileges and parent/guardian
meeting will be required.

GRADE 7-8: Scott Atkinson
Language Arts: Students continue their novel study on Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty
Days . We learn proper strategies and formats to effectively answer comprehension questions
while hopefully enjoying a classic novel. This novel study is intended for grade nine students so
we are taking it slowly and heightening student expectations to prepare them for high school.
Students have also been introduced to the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Tests. Every grade
nine student in Ontario writes this test, so we are becoming more familiar with the layout and
how to effectively read and answer questions. They have begun to make an opinion on the
effects of technology in today’s society and effectively proving their opinion with facts, proof and
well-formulated paragraphs. In creative writing students wrote an opinionated essay following
correct paragraph formats. Student topics ranged from the importance of land-based teachings,
favorite hockey players, to the extension of the school year to catch up on their education based
on the Covid-19 school shutdown last year. I am excited to read and mark these essays.
Math: Students have been introduced to the theme of Number Sense and Numeration. We
have been learning about factors, multiples, Lowest Common Multiples and Greatest Common
Factors, prime factorization, order of operations and fractions. The students have been doing
well and keeping up with their homework. Daily work accounts for 25% of their total grade with
tests counting for 75%. It will be crucial for students to study prior to tests. Good luck everyone!
Science: We are currently working on our theme of Heat in the Environment. Students will be
learning about energy transformations, changes of states of matter and heat transfers. Students
will be summarizing chapters and presenting to the class in order to teach their class on what
they have learned. Daily work will account for 50% of their grade while cumulative tests and
projects will count for the other 50%.
Art: We are completing our theme on sketching and acrylic painting. Our cumulative project
consisted of a student-based painting relating to renowned Canadian Aboriginal artist Norval
Morrisseau. They are turning out great and I hope to submit them to the annual Young Native
Canadian Artist Calendar Contest. Students also learned how to embroider their own pillow
cases. They turned out awesome!
History: We have begun our theme on New France. Students are taking it upon themselves to
self-learn specific questions, research and present their findings to the rest of the class. This will
incorporate computer skills, picture manipulation and summarizing in order to teacher the rest
of the class. Daily work will account for 50% of their grade while cumulative tests and projects
will count for the remaining 50% of their overall mark.

PAJAMA DAY + CRAZY HAIR DAY
Friday November 13, 2020
Enjoy a relaxing day of pajamas, crazy hair, breakfast
and work!
It’s always fun to learn when you are comfy

The school has
purchased a smoker.
Just in time to prepare
some traditional meats.
We’re looking forward
to using it on a regular
basis at the school. If
anyone ever gets some
fish, moose or other
meats and would like to
donate it to the school
so we can practice our
culinary skills, it would
be greatly appreciated.
Anderson Speech services
will continue therapy at our
school. If you would like
your child to partake in these
speech services, please
contact the school in order
to receive and fill out an
application form.

Congratulations to the JK2 class and grade 7-8 class
winner of October’s
Attendance Challenge.
The grade 7-8 class
decided on Chinese food
and the JK-2 class decided
on pizza and chicken.
Congratulations to all
classes and good luck for
next month’s challenge.

Grade JK-2
99%
Grade 3-6
94%
Grade 7-8
99%
Remember, whichever
class wins the monthly
attendance challenge,
those students get to
decide on whatever it is
they would like to eat!
Steak, roast beef, chicken
wings, ribs, and the list
goes on and on. You get
to choose! Good luck to
all students for
November’s Attendance
Challenge. Push yourself
to attend school every
day.

ELISHA BELMORE
Winner of October’s
Caught Ya Doing Good Award!
Elisha won a $20 Giant Tiger Gift
Card.

Students receive a “Caught Ya Doing Good”
ticket when staff members
catch students in the act of demonstrating
one or more of the Seven
Sacred Grandfather Teachings: Humility,
Bravery, Honesty, Wisdom,
Truth, Respect and Love. These sacred
teachings help students realize the
importance of making wise choices while they
are in school and
outside the school environment. This
includes putting forth your best effort,
following instructions, being helpful and kind
to others, making wise choices and
representing yourself in the best possible
way.

GIRL’S NIGHT
Come to the GRADE 3-6
classroom on
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2020
from 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Get a new hairstyle!
Sing some karaoke!
Eat some snacks

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 18, 2020
5:00-7:00 p.m. at the school
Bring your own console and
electronics and enjoy an evening of
games and snacks!
BOY’S NIGHT
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There will be no school for students
Wednesday November 11, 2020 in order
to pay respect and honor Remembrance
Day.
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Want “Caught Ya Doing Good” tickets? Just
ask yourself………..
“How can I make myself, my friends, my
teachers, my family and my community proud
of me today?”

LITERACY CORNER






With the Covid19 epidemic upon us, we are unsure as
to whether the EQAO testing will be done this year.
Regardless, we will continue to practice writing this
standardized test as it gives students practice,
background and taught valuable skills in responding to
various types of writing, mathematics problems and
how to become more effective readers and writers.
These skills, strategies and techniques will assist them
in all subject areas.

Before reading, look at the cover and picture and ask “What do you think the story
will be about?”, “What is happening in this picture?”
Ask your child, “Where do we start reading?”
Have your child slide their finger across the words, from left to right, as you read.
Encourage early readers to try to read two and three-letter words.
After reading, encourage children to retell the story in their own words.

The Young Native Artist Calendar
Contest will be accepting submissions
for their 2020-2021 calendar. Ojibway
Nation of Saugeen has had a winning
submission for the past three years!
Good luck to everyone.

